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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All daims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . 13 This communication is responsive to an Applicant's Amendment filed on April 19. 2004 . 

2. K The allowed clalm(s) is/are 2:4. 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 25 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) 13 All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7 □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. 13 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 26 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
another . 
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ApplicatiQn/Control Number: 09/904,875 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3748 

EXAMINER'S COMMENT 

1. An Applicant's Amendment filed on April 19, 2004 has been entered. Claims 1, 
5, and 6 have been canceled. Overall, claims 2-4 are pending in this application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examinees statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claimed device for purifying the exhaust gas of an engine, comprising an 

upstream NOx absorbing and reducing catalyst, a downstream particulate filter, and a 
three-way valve to make the exhaust gas bypassing the particulate filter; is not disclosed 
nor rendered obvious by the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Prior Art 

3. The IDS (PTO-1449) filed on January 5, 2004 has been considered. An 
initialized copy is attached hereto. 
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Communication 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Examiner Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 
308-2833. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Thomas E. Denion, can be reached on (703) 308-2623. The fax phone 
number for this group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 



308-1148. 




TMN 



Tu M, Nguyen 



May 27, 2004 



Patent Examiner 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



7-119444 



5/1995 



Japan (w/Abstract Sl English- 
translation) 



4-129829 



4/1992 



Japan (w/Abstract only) 



63-100218 



5/1988 



Japan (w/Abstract only) 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title. Dae, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDEI 



TDERED , A ^ 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conforrnancc and not considered, hcludc copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: January 5. 2004" 



USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 

«f itc 9 1 ^' Penturv Stratesic Plan goal of increased patent e-Governmeni, beginning in 
S TZ^^s p"d Tralemark Office (Office or USPTO) will begir^e P^^^^^^^^ 
Tof its E Patent Reference program and hence will: (1) provide downloading capability of the 
1^ I nL.ntf and U S oatent application publications cited in Office actions via the E-Patent 
Rlrncetrre o^^^^^^ AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system and (2) 

ceasTmailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications with 
Offi e actls On applications and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
duriS Ae ir^eiBational stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treat v 
(PCT) In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature applicants must: ( 1 ) obtain a dig. al 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain a customer number from the Ottice; and . 
Srerly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all US. 
S and patent application publications can be accessed without a digital certificate from the 
uIpTO web site, from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office wUl c^^^^^^ the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non- 
pafent iTterature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be provided 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 



Schedule 



June 2004 TCs 1 600, 1 700, 2800 and 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 

August 2004 TCs 2100 and 2600 

All U S patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the US PTC) web site. 
However a simple system for downloading the dted U.S. patents and patent application 
Xa^^nsZ beeTestablish for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Srenceld Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
vu:7tZr,\c Rminess Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1 , 2004. 
~he Pa'nt^^^^^^^^^ as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc@,uspto.sov. 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference fimction requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. Applicants using this facihty 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
?hn^.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO's Office of Pub ic Records also supplies 
copi^s^f^tents for a fee ...ttp.//.hi.1 .nsnto.gov/oems25p/index.html). Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application publications. 

USPTO web site. 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent appHcation publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to. with convenient downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patenl 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1 , 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
r www USPTO gov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1 ) obtain a digital certificate from the Office; 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office pracuce of 
suDolving paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions. 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.b^ 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of pnvate PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on foim PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an ©S. The retnevai 
of some or all of the documents may be perf-ormed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format ( pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-page retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO P"b ic K-ey 
Infrastmcture (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instnjctions for obtaming a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<httD://www.usp t» rv/ehr7downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request foiro, PTO- 
SB125 at- httn //www.uspt o pov/web/forms/sb0125.pdf The completed fonn can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A descnption of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://wwvy.uspto.gov/ebc/registration pair.html . 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited penod of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent apphcation 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions dunng 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot penod registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice qf supplying copies of such cited 



2 



references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patenl Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference@uspto.gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Conunents will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
conrmients should be submitted in writing by January 1 5, 2004. 

Conunents with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers^ 
customer service centers, Conunents concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://wvm.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 





Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



. BIdgyRoom J_jL-iL. 



UNITED STATES PATENT A^fD TRADEMARK OFFICE 
RO. Box 1450 

Atexandria, VA. 22313-1450 

If Undeliverable Return In Ten Days 



AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



Official Business 

Penalty F^or Private Use, $300 




m 

m§ mo 
7iSim ULSJt 



LU 

> 

LU 

o 

LU 



CO 

CD ctr 

CM y 

> o 



C3 



